
Try jousting with your friends! Make sure your jousting pole won’t

damage furniture — or anything else. Think safe and think “light.”

Choosing lightweight components means your battery will last

longer and you’ll outlast your opponent.

Here’s how to build GISMO EXTREME’s flag mechanism:

GISMO’s “target” takes a hit here from your opponent.   

GISMO’s jousting weapon attacks your opponents “target.”   

If your flag pops up before your opponent’s ... YOU LOSE!

THE PARTS:

3⁄8-inch dowel rod:
paint to match your
‘bots color scheme.

rubber door stop

spring: try to find
one with just the
right amount of ten-
sion, not too much
but just enough to
quickly lift the flag.
One end should be
straight.

The target pushes the dowel rod through the PVC pipe and out the back
of GISMO, where it pushes the wire flag out of the notch in the PVC pipe.
(see below for how to build using simple hardware store items)

The jousting weapon can be as simple as a plastic baseball bat or
more inventive like the one you see here, which was made from old
vacuum cleaner parts found at a thrift store.

You got plans for the GISMO 4 robot in the April 2002 issue of BOYS’ LIFE.
Here’s how to make your basic GISMO into GISMO EXTREME!

surveyor’s flag:
paint it white for a
true surrender effect.

1⁄2-inch PVC pipe:
notch it to hold the
flag wire in place.

anchor:
u-shaped with two nuts
to hold the spring tightly.

furniture slide:
smooth surface to
stick door stop to.
Other side has a nail
to drive into the
dowel.

sleeve: attaches
spring to flag wire.

BATTLE PLANS ARE DRAWN! YOUR MISSION: ATTACK YOUR 
OPPONENT’S TARGET AND TRY TO TRIP HIS FLAG BEFORE HE

TRIPS YOURS. PROTECT YOUR TARGET AND TRY NOT TO GET HIT!
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